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WELCOME TO THE SEPTEMBER EDITION OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 

CLUB CHAIR 

We are now on the cusp of Autumn and the nights are beginning to draw in although it 

does not seem that much cooler!   This is one of my favourite times of the year for 

flowers, fruits and foliage. 

 

I am sorry that I will be unable to be with you for the September meeting, but I have been 

invited out to Jersey to give 2 demonstrations to the flower clubs there.   This is very 

exciting and I will report back at a later date. 

 

We are very grateful that Karon was able to step in at short notice to run an Autumn themed workshop when the 

booked demonstrator had to pull out for health reasons.   Please support Karon and I am sure that you will all have 

a lovely evening. 

 

Everyone who went on our August outing really enjoyed themselves and we had a lovely day out exploring 

Parham House and Gardens and Sussex Prairie Wild.  Thank you so much to Emma for organising the outing so 

well and Sue S for helping out. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped out by volunteering at Claygate Flower Show.   It was a long hot day 

and conditions were difficult in the marquee so we are doubly grateful for those who did manage to support our 

club. 
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UPCOMING DEMONSTRATION EVENING ON WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 

Unfortunately our planned Demonstrator for September (Nina Tucknott) has had to cancel due to health matters. 

As a last minute alternative we are absolutely delighted that Karon McKnight has agreed to do an early autumn 

workshop for us. She will do an informal demonstration of a cheerful and seasonal early autumn arrangement, and 

there will then be time for us to have a go at creating something similar. Karon will be on hand to guide and 

support us, as last time. We are sure it will be great fun.  

 

Therefore there will be no competition for September.  

 

Please watch out for an email coming soon with details of what flower and foliage material you will need to 

bring.  

 

THANK YOU TO TRUDIE EASTON “QUEEN BEES” IN JULY 

 

What a treat we had before the summer break.  Trudie’s demonstration had a brilliant golden thread running 

through all her designs linking them to six magnificent women or “Queen Bees” throughout history.  

 

Namely Cleopatra, Mary Seacole, Agnes Baden- Powell, Vita Sackville-West, Catherine, Princess of Wales and 

Beyonce. 
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OUR WONDERFUL TRIP TO PARHAM HOUSE AND GARDEN AND SUSSEX 

PRIARIE GARDEN  

On Thursday 14th August, the club enjoyed a wonderful summer outing to Parham House and Sussex Prairie 

Gardens. Parham’s magnificent Elizabethan house, with its walled garden set against the backdrop of the South 

Downs, proved to be stunning both inside and out. We were especially fortunate to have a private tour, which 

brought the house and its stories to life. 

Sussex Prairie Garden, created by Paul and Pauline McBride, has a unique sense of flow, with wide curving 

borders and sweeping drifts of perennials and grasses. Visitors can wander along woodchip paths that weave 

through the planting, allowing you to step right into a world of flowers and butterflies. It’s both a beautiful and 

truly original garden and we all loved meandering through its green pathways and winding trails. 

A huge thanks to Emma Cope assisted by Sue Shackel for organising our trip perfectly.  Everything went so 

smoothly and the venue choices were perfect. 

A heartfelt thanks you from all of us. 

xx 
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UPCOMING HIGHLIGHT 

 

Friday 28th November 2025 - Open Demonstration ‘Classical Christmas” 

Get into the festive spirit with Claygate Floral Club's enchanting Christmas event – Classical Christmas – a 

magical evening of floral artistry and seasonal cheer! 

Join us on Friday, 28th November 2025, at Claygate Village Hall in Esher, where the talented Richard 

Twistleton will dazzle guests with a stunning Christmas flower arranging demonstration. 

Whether you're a floral enthusiast or simply love Christmas, this event promises inspiration, creativity, and festive 

elegance. Doors open at 7:00pm for a 7:30pm start – don’t miss out! 

Tickets are just £16, including light refreshments and will be on sale at our September Demonstration. 

Contactless payments preferred but we are also accepting cheques made payable to ‘Claygate Floral Club’. 

 

Remember to invite your friends and family too! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST 

Tuesday 2nd – Sunday 7th  September 2025 (Staging Monday 1st): RHS Wisley Flower Show “Wish You Were Here” 

Friday 12th – Sunday 14th September 2025: The Faery Tale Castle Strawberry Hill Flower Festival  

Friday 19th- Saturday 20th September 2025: National Show “Natures Challenge”  

To be held at the Gloucester Cathedral. Click here to learn more 

A coach is being organised by Old Windsor Flower Club to the NAFAS National Flower Show at Gloucester Cathedral 

- Click here for more details 

Wednesday 12th November 2025:  Surrey Area Workshops                                                                                  

November’s workshop will be with Christine Picton (details to follow) 

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP 

Thank you to all of you who regularly lend a hand to help us run and keep the club going. We rely upon member 

volunteers who freely give their time and help to make our club special. 

 

 

 

 

Dana is once such lady whose friendly face  

welcomes and registers us all every month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are also very grateful to everyone who assisted at, or contributed foliage to, the Claygate Flower Show in July. 

Those who volunteered on the day did a great job in very hot temperatures!  Our best selling item was our hand 

tied bouquets in small craft vases.  We also received many enquiries about the club and volunteers were able to 

explain what we do and how people could find out more. 

 

Thank you to all of you who volunteered your time and supported to the Club and Claygate’s biggest annual 

community event.   

 

 

https://www.nafas.org.uk/national-show-natures-challenge/
https://www.surreynafas.com/shows
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED - WHY NOT JOIN US AT ONE OF OUR MEETINGS 

We warmly invite our floral club members to consider joining the organising committee to help us deliver our 

annual programme of demonstrations and events.  

 

Our committee meets monthly at members' homes, with Vivien, our Club Chair, chairing the meetings. As a small 

and friendly group, we enjoy fun, informal meetings where everyone’s input is valued. While some members 

focus on specific roles such as communications, programme coordination, treasurer, club secretary, or events, we 

all work together as a team to keep the club vibrant and successful.  

 

We would love to welcome a few more committee members to share the workload and help shape our activities, 

including our flower show presence and Christmas Demonstration. If you’re interested in helping out or simply 

want to learn more, please don’t hesitate to contact Sue Lewin at Lewincs33@gmail.com. You're also most 

welcome to attend a meeting as a guest to see if this is something you’d enjoy. Thank you so much for your 

support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our next demonstration evening please bring your cups for refreshments! Thank you 

 

 

 

SURREY NAFAS NEWS Click Here to catch up on the latest news from Surrey NAFAS.  

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Lewincs33@gmail.com
https://www.surreynafas.com/

